Cross-Pollination: The Role Of Designer As Mediator Between Culture And Nature
An Inspiring And Imaginatively Expansive Workshop
The Opportunity
The current ecological crisis and social dilemma we are facing call for a different type of thinking and action. In rising to the challenge of change CROSS-POLLINATION 'S interest lies in developing a living thinking approach which is as flexible, agile and as adaptable as Nature herself. This means shifting thinking from its ingrained intellectual patterns and entrenched habits to embrace the lesser recognized modes of perception such as intuition, inspiration and imagination. This means learning again how to understand the fine relationships between things, and finding new methods to partner them so that we can create a true overview of the needs of the world.
The Aim
Cross-Pollination aims to facilitate a space in which designers can deepen and refine individual and collective purpose. As designers, how do we design in such a way that our design is life-supporting, life-enhancing? How do we facilitate the connection between our process of design and the deeper patterns of nature? The course will explore nature's own "language" in denoting the ability to "read" the patterns these patterns – patterns that if we look carefully enough, will reveal ways in which they connect all life.

The intention is to enhance living concepts in our thinking which may lead to an integrated and balanced way of doing design in the future. We hope that, conversations started here, continue beyond the duration of the workshop.
The Process
We use processes such as close observation, deep reflection, and supportive listening to help develop a more fluent and personal understanding of the principles in design. This enables us to respond generatively and with sensitivity to design challenges and possibilities in diverse contexts.
The Workshop
The workshop is a short course and serves as an introduction to the six modules of Cross-Pollination The course outline in more detail can be viewed on the brochure. The classroom is a studio setting of which some modules will take place outside – in nature. The processes support, orientate and activate the living transformative potential of each participant and may significantly contribute to new knowledge in your field of design

